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alternation seems to be implied in the term eraXXaf, used
concerning the courses of headers and stretchers in the
walls of the Arsenal at the Peiraieus.1 The device of
laying courses of headers at regular intervals was in effect
a method of bonding the face to the body of a wall. A
wall thus constructed could not warp or split into a series
of vertical slices. But the device, effective enough for
comparatively thin walls, was less efficient in bonding
walls of considerable thickness. In such cases the Greeks
adopted a very ancient practice of substituting large bond-
ing members of wood for the smaller ones of clay. Pali-
sades, built by primitive peoples, of logs laid crosswise,
with the intervening spaces filled in with sand or clay or rub-
ble, preceded walls built of sun-dried brick. The Egyptians,2
and probably also the Babylonians and Assyrians,8 laid
beams of wood both
longitudinally and
transversely in the
core of their brick
walls. We find
this construction
also in the second
prehistoric settle-
ment at Troy,
about 2200 B.C.
(Fig. 7).                        FIG 7 __ Brick wall bonded with wood.

In later days the

same method  of bonding walls of  sun-dried brick was
employed.   In the specifications for the walls of Athens,4
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